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As the Great Depression gripped the nation, Alabama found itself in the
throes of economic despair. In the depths of poverty and desperation, a
group of courageous individuals dared to challenge the status quo: the
Alabama Communists.

The Birth of Alabama Communism

In the early 20th century, Alabama was a hotbed of labor unrest and social
inequality. The state's industrial cities were filled with poor and working-
class people who struggled to make ends meet. The Socialist Party, which
had a strong presence in Alabama, provided a platform for these
marginalized voices.

As the Great Depression hit, the Socialist Party became more radicalized.
In 1935, it merged with a group of former Communist Party members to
form the Communist Party of the United States of America (CPUSA).

Alabama Communists and the Labor Movement

Alabama Communists played a pivotal role in organizing workers and
fighting for their rights. They led strikes, organized protests, and
established unions. In Birmingham, the Communist-led Alabama Labor
Alliance helped secure better wages and working conditions for thousands
of workers.
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Communist organizers also worked tirelessly in the agricultural sector. They
supported the Sharecroppers' Union, which fought against exploitation and
poverty in the Jim Crow South.

The Fight for Civil Rights

Alabama Communists were not only committed to economic justice but
also to civil rights. They fought against segregation and discrimination, and
they defended the rights of African Americans.

In the infamous Scottsboro Boys case, in which nine young African
American men were falsely accused of raping two white women, Alabama
Communists came to their defense. They organized protests, raised funds,
and worked tirelessly to expose the truth.

Redphobia and Repression

The activities of Alabama Communists did not go unnoticed by the
authorities. During the Red Scare of the 1950s, the government launched a
campaign of repression against communist organizations and their
members.

In Alabama, Communist Party leaders were arrested, their offices were
raided, and their activities were banned. Angelo Herndon, a leading
Alabama Communist, was arrested for organizing a protest in 1932 and
served over 20 years in prison.

Legacy and Impact

Despite the setbacks they faced, Alabama Communists left a lasting legacy
on the state. Their struggles for economic justice, civil rights, and labor
rights helped to shape Alabama's history.



Their legacy is particularly relevant today, as we face rising inequality and
social injustice. The Alabama Communists' story reminds us that even in
the darkest of times, there are those who are willing to fight for a better
future.

The story of Alabama Communists during the Great Depression is a
complex and often overlooked chapter in American history. Their struggles
and sacrifices remind us of the power of collective action and the
importance of fighting for justice.

By uncovering this hidden history, we not only gain a deeper understanding
of Alabama's past but also draw inspiration for the struggles we face today.
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