
Unveiling the Comic Sensibility in American
Culture: A Comprehensive Exploration from
1895 to 1920
The Comic Sensibility: A Window into American Culture

The early decades of the 20th century witnessed a surge of humor and
satire in American culture. From the pages of newspapers and magazines
to the flickering images of silent films, humor became an integral part of
everyday life. The Comic Sensibility in American Culture 1895-1920 delves
into this fascinating era, exploring the multifaceted relationship between
humor and American society.

This seminal work by esteemed scholar Dr. William A. Everett traces the
evolution of American humor, from its humble beginnings in the late 19th
century to its explosive growth in the early decades of the 20th century.
Everett argues that humor was not merely a form of entertainment but a
powerful tool for social commentary, cultural criticism, and self-discovery.
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A Journey Through the Golden Age of Humor

The book embarks on a captivating journey through the golden age of
American humor, showcasing its diverse forms and expressions. Everett
examines the rise of comic strips, such as the legendary "Krazy Kat" and
"Mutt and Jeff," which captivated readers with their witty dialogue and
whimsical characters. He delves into the world of vaudeville, where
slapstick comedians and witty performers entertained audiences with their
infectious laughter.

Moreover, the book explores the emergence of silent films as a new
medium for comic expression. Films like Charlie Chaplin's "The Tramp" and
Buster Keaton's "The General" not only brought laughter to countless
viewers but also pushed the boundaries of storytelling and visual comedy.

Humor as Social Commentary

Beyond its entertainment value, Everett emphasizes the profound role
humor played in shaping American society. During a period of rapid social
and economic change, humor became a powerful means of critiquing
societal norms and challenging prevailing values.
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Political cartoons, for example, became a potent form of satire, skewering
political figures and exposing corruption and hypocrisy. Editorial comics
and humor magazines, such as "Puck" and "Judge," spared no one in their
relentless pursuit of truth and justice, often using laughter as a weapon
against injustice.
Humor and American Identity
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The book also explores the complex relationship between humor and
American identity. Everett argues that humor played a crucial role in forging
a sense of national unity and shaping the American character.

In times of crisis, humor provided a much-needed outlet for release and
resilience. During World War I, for instance, soldiers turned to humor as a
way to cope with the horrors of trench warfare. By sharing jokes and
anecdotes, they maintained a sense of camaraderie and found solace
amidst the chaos.
Legacy of the Comic Sensibility

The comic sensibility that flourished in the early 20th century left an
enduring legacy on American culture. It laid the foundation for the rise of
modern comedy, from the slapstick antics of the Three Stooges to the witty
wordplay of Woody Allen.

Moreover, the spirit of satire and social commentary that permeated
American humor during this era continues to inspire contemporary
comedians and activists. The book argues that the comic sensibility
remains an essential part of American culture, providing a voice for the
voiceless and challenging the status quo with laughter.

The Comic Sensibility in American Culture 1895-1920 is a captivating and
meticulously researched examination of one of the most vibrant and
influential periods in American history. By shedding light on the multifaceted
role humor played in society, the book provides valuable insights into the
evolution of American culture and its enduring legacy.

For anyone interested in American literature, cultural history, or the nature
of humor itself, this book is an indispensable resource. Through its



exploration of the golden age of American humor, The Comic Sensibility in
American Culture 1895-1920 offers a rich and entertaining journey that will
leave readers laughing, reflecting, and appreciating the profound impact
humor has had on the American experience.
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