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The Forward Air Controller (FAC) is a vital part of modern military
operations. They are responsible for coordinating air support for ground
troops, ensuring that close air support (CAS) is delivered accurately and
effectively. FACs have come a long way since their humble beginnings in
World War II, and their evolution has been shaped by the ever-changing
nature of warfare.

The Early Days of FACs

The first FACs were developed during World War II by the United States
Army Air Forces. These early FACs were known as "air liaison officers"
(ALOs) and were typically assigned to infantry units. ALOs were
responsible for coordinating air support for their units, using radios to
communicate with pilots and ground troops.
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The ALOs played a critical role in the success of Allied forces during World
War II. They helped to ensure that air support was delivered quickly and
accurately, which often meant the difference between victory and defeat.

The Post-War Era

After World War II, the FAC role continued to evolve. The United States Air
Force (USAF) established a dedicated FAC training program in 1953, and
the first FAC school was opened in 1956.

During the Vietnam War, FACs played a vital role in supporting ground
troops. They were often the only way for ground forces to call in air support,
and they played a key role in the success of many operations.

The Modern Era

The FAC role has continued to evolve in the modern era. FACs are now
equipped with a wide range of advanced technology, including GPS, laser
designators, and night vision goggles. This technology has greatly
increased their effectiveness, and FACs are now able to provide more
precise and timely air support than ever before.

FACs have also played a vital role in recent conflicts, including the Gulf
War, the War in Afghanistan, and the War in Iraq. They have helped to
protect ground troops from enemy air attacks and have played a key role in
the success of many operations.

The Future of FACs

The FAC role is expected to continue to evolve in the future. As new
technologies emerge, FACs will be able to provide even more precise and
timely air support. They will also be able to play a greater role in



coordinating other types of air support, such as unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) and electronic warfare.

The FAC is a vital part of modern military operations, and their evolution
has played a key role in the success of many operations. As the nature of
warfare continues to change, FACs will continue to adapt and evolve to
meet the challenges of the future.

The Forward Air Controller has come a long way since its humble
beginnings in World War II. Today, FACs are highly trained professionals
who play a vital role in military operations. They are equipped with a wide
range of advanced technology and are able to provide precise and timely
air support. The FAC role is expected to continue to evolve in the future,
and FACs will continue to play a key role in the success of military
operations.
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