
The Coming of the Revolution: A Riveting
Account of the Seeds of American
Independence

In the annals of history, few moments are as pivotal as the coming of the
American Revolution. It was a time of great upheaval, daring, and sacrifice,
when a fledgling nation emerged from the embers of colonial rule.

In his acclaimed work, "The Coming of the Revolution: 1763-1775,"
renowned historian Gordon S. Wood delves into the complex tapestry of
events that ignited the flame of independence. Through meticulous
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research and vivid prose, he unveils the transformative ideas, influential
figures, and extraordinary circumstances that led to the birth of a nation.
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The Seeds of Discontent

The American Revolution was not a sudden eruption but a culmination of
decades of simmering discontent. Wood traces the roots of the revolution
back to the aftermath of the French and Indian War (1754-1763).

The war left Britain victorious but saddled with a massive debt. To replenish
its coffers, the British government imposed a series of taxes on the
American colonies. These taxes, including the Stamp Act (1765) and the
Townshend Acts (1767),were met with widespread resistance.

The colonists, accustomed to a degree of self-governance, resented the
imposition of taxes without their consent. They argued that taxation without
representation violated their fundamental rights as British subjects.

The Rise of Radicalism
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The British government's heavy-handed approach only served to fuel the
flames of discontent. The Boston Massacre (1770),in which British soldiers
fired on unarmed civilians, further ignited the colonists' anger.

In response, radical leaders such as Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry
emerged, calling for bolder resistance. They formed secret organizations,
organized protests, and rallied support for the cause of independence.

The Road to Rebellion

As tensions escalated, the British government responded with increasing
force. In 1774, Parliament passed the Intolerable Acts, a series of laws
designed to punish the colonies for their defiance.

The Intolerable Acts, which included closing the port of Boston, were the
final straw. Representatives from 12 colonies gathered in the First
Continental Congress (1774) to coordinate their response.

The Continental Congress, led by figures such as George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson, issued a Declaration of Rights and Grievances, outlining
their objections to British rule and demanding a restoration of their liberties.

The Outbreak of War

Despite the efforts at conciliation, the path to reconciliation had narrowed
dramatically. In 1775, fighting broke out at Lexington and Concord, marking
the beginning of the American Revolutionary War.

The war would be a long and bloody struggle, but the seeds of
independence had been sown. The colonists, inspired by the ideals of



liberty and self-determination, would ultimately prevail against the might of
the British Empire.

The Legacy of the Revolution

The American Revolution was a watershed moment in world history. It not
only established a new nation but also inspired revolutions across the
globe.

The principles enshrined in the Declaration of Independence – "Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness" – have become universal aspirations. The
legacy of the Revolution continues to shape the world today, as nations
strive for freedom, democracy, and human rights.

A Masterful Account

Gordon S. Wood's "The Coming of the Revolution: 1763-1775" is a
masterful account of the events that led to the American Revolution. With
impeccable scholarship, lively prose, and a keen eye for detail, Wood
unravels the complex interplay of ideas, personalities, and circumstances
that shaped the destiny of a nation.

Whether you are a student of history, a history buff, or simply curious about
the origins of the United States, "The Coming of the Revolution" is an
indispensable read. It is a captivating account that sheds light on one of the
most momentous periods in human history, when a nation was born and
the course of the world was forever altered.

Free Download your copy today and immerse yourself in the gripping
narrative of the American Revolution.
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