
St. Joseph and His World: A Biblical and
Historical Exploration of the Life of Jesus's
Earthly Father
St. Joseph, the husband of Mary and the earthly father of Jesus Christ, is a
figure of great significance in Christian tradition. However, despite his
importance, relatively little is known about his life and times. The book "St.
Joseph and His World" by Dr. John Smith aims to shed light on Joseph's
life by exploring the biblical accounts, historical context, and cultural
practices of first-century Judea.
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Biblical Accounts

The biblical accounts of Joseph's life are relatively brief. The Gospel of
Matthew describes him as a righteous man who was betrothed to Mary but
planned to divorce her after she was found to be pregnant with Jesus.
However, an angel intervened and told Joseph that the child was from the
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Holy Spirit and that he should take Mary as his wife. Joseph obeyed the
angel's command and became the guardian of Jesus.

The Gospel of Luke provides additional details about Joseph's life. It
mentions that he was a descendant of King David and that he lived in
Nazareth with Mary. When Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary took him to
Jerusalem to be circumcised and presented to the Lord in the Temple.
Joseph is also mentioned in the account of Jesus's childhood visit to the
Temple in Jerusalem, where he is described as a "just man."

Historical Context

To understand the life of St. Joseph, it is important to consider the historical
context of first-century Judea. Judea was a province of the Roman Empire,
and its people were subject to Roman law and taxation. The Jewish
population was divided into two main groups: the Pharisees and the
Sadducees. The Pharisees were a religious group that emphasized the
importance of the Torah and oral law, while the Sadducees were a political
group that collaborated with the Roman authorities.

Joseph was a carpenter by trade, which was a common occupation in
Judea. Carpenters were responsible for building houses, furniture, and
other wooden objects. They were also skilled in metalworking and
stoneworking. Joseph's work would have provided a modest income for his
family.

Cultural Practices

The cultural practices of first-century Judea also influenced Joseph's life.
Marriage was an important institution, and it was typically arranged by the
families of the bride and groom. Women were expected to be virgins before



marriage, and they were responsible for raising children and managing the
household. Men were expected to be the heads of their households and to
provide for their families.

Joseph's relationship with Mary was a unique one. Although they were
married, it was not a traditional marriage in the sense that they did not have
sexual relations. Joseph was a righteous man who respected Mary's vow of
virginity. He was also a loving and supportive husband who helped Mary
raise Jesus.

"St. Joseph and His World" provides a comprehensive look at the life of St.
Joseph. By exploring the biblical accounts, historical context, and cultural
practices of first-century Judea, the book sheds light on the challenges and
triumphs that Joseph faced as the earthly father of Jesus Christ. Joseph's
story is a reminder of the importance of faith, family, and service to others.
It is a story that continues to inspire Christians around the world.
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