
Premodern Beliefs and Witch Trials in a
Swedish Province, 1669-1672
The Swedish province of Dalarna was gripped by a frenzy of witch trials
from 1669 to 1672. During this time, over 200 people, mostly women, were
accused of witchcraft, and dozens were executed. The trials were a
culmination of centuries of premodern beliefs and superstitions that had
taken root in Swedish society.
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The Premodern Beliefs that Fueled the Trials

In premodern Sweden, people believed that the world was inhabited by
both good and evil spirits. Witches were thought to be in league with evil
spirits, and they were believed to be capable of causing all sorts of harm,
from causing illness to destroying crops.
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These beliefs were reinforced by the teachings of the Lutheran Church,
which held that witches were real and that they should be punished
severely. The church also played a role in identifying and prosecuting
suspected witches.

The Trials of 1669-1672

The witch trials in Dalarna began in 1669, when a young woman named
Brita Andersdotter was accused of witchcraft. Brita was tortured and forced
to confess to a number of crimes, including causing the death of a child.

Brita's confession led to a wave of arrests, and soon dozens of people
were accused of witchcraft. The trials were conducted by a special
commission appointed by the government. The commission was composed
of judges, priests, and other notables.

The trials were often unfair and biased. The accused were often denied
legal representation, and they were often tortured into confessing. In many
cases, the evidence against the accused was flimsy or nonexistent.

Despite the lack of evidence, dozens of people were convicted of witchcraft
and executed. The executions were often public events, and they served as
a warning to others not to engage in witchcraft.

The Impact of the Trials

The witch trials in Dalarna had a profound impact on Swedish society. The
trials created a climate of fear and suspicion, and they led to the deaths of
many innocent people.



The trials also damaged the reputation of the Lutheran Church. Many
people began to question the church's teachings on witchcraft, and the
church's authority was weakened.

The witch trials in Dalarna are a reminder of the dangers of superstition and
intolerance. They are also a reminder of the importance of due process and
the rule of law.

The witch trials in Swedish province from 1669-1672 were a dark chapter in
Swedish history. The trials were fueled by premodern beliefs about
witchcraft, and they were conducted in an unfair and biased manner. The
trials resulted in the deaths of many innocent people, and they had a
profound impact on Swedish society.

The witch trials are a reminder of the dangers of superstition and
intolerance. They are also a reminder of the importance of due process and
the rule of law.
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