
Kunekunes: The Encyclopedia of Kunekune
Pig

Discover the Fascinating World of Kunekunes

Kunekunes, the beloved pigs from New Zealand, have captivated the
hearts of pig enthusiasts worldwide. With their gentle nature, charming
appearance, and unique characteristics, these pigs have become
increasingly popular as pets and livestock.
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This comprehensive encyclopedia is the definitive guide to Kunekune pigs.
It covers everything you need to know about these remarkable creatures,
from their history and origins to their care and breeding.

History and Origins

Kunekunes are an ancient breed of pig that originated in New Zealand.
They were brought to the country by the Maori people over 700 years ago
and have been an important part of Maori culture ever since.

Traditionally, Kunekunes were used for both food and as working animals.
They were also prized for their companionship and intelligence.

Physical Characteristics

Kunekunes are small to medium-sized pigs with a distinctive appearance.
They have short, stocky bodies with a well-rounded belly. Their heads are
large and broad, with a short snout and wide-set eyes.

Kunekunes come in a variety of colors, including black, red, white, and
ginger. They have a thick, shaggy coat that helps to keep them warm in
cold weather.
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Temperament and Behavior

Kunekunes are known for their gentle and friendly nature. They are
intelligent and curious pigs that enjoy interacting with people and other
animals.

Kunekunes are also very social animals and live in herds. They establish a
strong bond with their herdmates and will often groom each other and sleep
together.

Care and Management

Kunekunes are relatively easy to care for. They are hardy pigs that can
tolerate a wide range of climates.

Kunekunes need a diet that is high in fiber and low in protein. They should
also have access to fresh water at all times.

Kunekunes require regular exercise to stay healthy and happy. They enjoy
rooting, foraging, and playing in the mud.

Breeding

Kunekunes are sexually mature at about 8 months of age. They can have
two litters per year, with each litter consisting of 4 to 8 piglets.

Kunekune sows are good mothers and will care for their piglets until they
are about 12 weeks old.

Uses and Benefits

Kunekunes are versatile pigs that can be used for a variety of purposes.
They are excellent foragers and can help to clear land of weeds and brush.



Kunekunes are also good meat pigs. Their meat is tender and flavorful,
with a good balance of fat and lean.

In addition, Kunekunes are popular as pets. They are intelligent and
affectionate animals that make great companions.

Kunekunes are truly remarkable pigs that have much to offer. Whether you
are a farmer, a pig enthusiast, or simply someone who loves animals, this
encyclopedia will provide you with all the information you need to learn
more about these fascinating creatures.
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