
Kings Park Psychiatric Center: Images of
Modern America
In the rolling hills of Suffolk County, Long Island, lies a sprawling complex
that once housed thousands of mentally ill patients. Kings Park Psychiatric
Center, now known as the Kings Park campus of the Central Islip
Psychiatric Center, is a haunting testament to the evolution of mental health
care in America.

Opened in 1885 as the Long Island Home for the Insane, Kings Park was
one of the largest psychiatric hospitals in the United States, with a peak
population of over 9,000 patients in the mid-20th century. The hospital was
designed on the Kirkbride Plan, a popular architectural style for mental
hospitals in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The Kirkbride Plan
emphasized the importance of fresh air and sunlight in the treatment of
mental illness, and the Kings Park campus was built with an abundance of
open space and large windows.
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Over the decades, Kings Park witnessed major changes in the field of
mental health care. In the early 20th century, the hospital was a pioneer in
the use of psychoanalysis and other new treatment methods. However, the
hospital also became overcrowded and understaffed, and conditions for
patients often deteriorated. In the 1950s and 1960s, the advent of
psychotropic drugs led to a shift away from institutionalization and towards
community-based care. Kings Park's population began to decline, and in
1996, the hospital was closed.

Today, the Kings Park campus is a mix of abandoned buildings and
renovated spaces. Some of the old buildings have been converted into
housing for seniors and people with disabilities. Others are used for storage
or office space. The main building, known as the Administration Building, is
now a museum that tells the story of the hospital's past.

The Kings Park Psychiatric Center is a powerful reminder of the challenges
and triumphs of mental health care in America. The hospital's history is a
complex one, marked by both progress and setbacks. However, the Kings
Park campus also stands as a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit. Despite the hardships they endured, the patients of Kings Park
Psychiatric Center found ways to connect with each other and build lives of
meaning and purpose.

Images of Kings Park Psychiatric Center

The Kings Park Psychiatric Center is a popular subject for photographers,
both amateur and professional. The hospital's abandoned buildings and
overgrown grounds offer a unique and eerie setting for photography. Many
photographers have also captured the beauty of the campus's natural



surroundings, including the rolling hills, the Long Island Sound, and the
nearby Nissequogue River.

The following are some of the most striking images of Kings Park
Psychiatric Center:
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One of the abandoned buildings on the Kings Park campus.
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The Long Island Sound from the Kings Park campus.

Stories of Kings Park Psychiatric Center

The Kings Park Psychiatric Center is also the subject of many stories, both
fictional and non-fictional. Some of the most well-known stories about Kings
Park include:
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The Haunting of Kings Park is a novel by Laura Reston that tells the
story of a young woman who investigates the paranormal activity at
Kings Park.

Kings Park: A Hospital and Its Community is a non-fiction book by
Robert M. Fogelson that tells the history of Kings Park Psychiatric
Center.

The Forgotten Patients of Kings Park is a documentary film that tells
the stories of some of the former patients of Kings Park.

These stories offer a glimpse into the lives of the patients and staff of Kings
Park Psychiatric Center, and they help to shed light on the complex history
of mental health care in America.

The Legacy of Kings Park Psychiatric Center

The Kings Park Psychiatric Center is a reminder of the challenges and
triumphs of mental health care in America. The hospital's history is a
complex one, but it is also a story of hope and resilience. The patients of
Kings Park endured hardships and stigma, but they also found ways to
build lives of meaning and purpose.

The Kings Park Psychiatric Center is now a museum and a memorial to the
patients who lived and died there. The hospital's legacy is a reminder that
mental illness is a serious issue that affects millions of Americans. The
Kings Park campus is also a reminder that we must continue to work
towards a better future for all people with mental illness.
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