Island No. 10: The Struggle for the Mississippi
Valley

Island No. 10, located in the Mississippi River, was a key strategic location
during the American Civil War. The island controlled access to the river,
which was a vital transportation route for both the Union and Confederate
armies. The Union's capture of Island No. 10 in 1862 was a major victory
that helped to open up the Mississippi River and paved the way for the
Union's eventual victory.
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The book "Island No. 10: The Struggle for the Mississippi Valley" tells the
story of the battle for the island. The book is written by historian James M.
McPherson, who is a Pulitzer Prize-winning author. McPherson provides a
detailed account of the battle, from the planning stages to the final
surrender. He also provides insights into the strategies and tactics of both
the Union and Confederate armies.
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The book "Island No. 10" is a valuable resource for anyone who is
interested in the American Civil War. The book provides a detailed account
of one of the most important battles of the war, and it offers insights into the
strategies and tactics of both sides.

The Importance of Island No. 10

Island No. 10 was a key strategic location during the American Civil War.
The island controlled access to the Mississippi River, which was a vital
transportation route for both the Union and Confederate armies. The
Union's capture of Island No. 10 in 1862 was a major victory that helped to
open up the Mississippi River and paved the way for the Union's eventual
victory.

The island is located in the Mississippi River, about 10 miles (16 km) north
of Memphis, Tennessee. The island is about 3 miles (4.8 km) long and 2
miles (3.2 km) wide. It is heavily forested and has a swampy interior.

The island was first fortified by the Confederates in 1861. The
Confederates built a series of forts and batteries on the island, and they
also sank several ships in the river to block the channel. The Union Army
attempted to capture the island in 1862, but they were unsuccessful.
However, in 1863, the Union Army was able to capture Island No. 10 after a
long and difficult siege.

The Battle for Island No. 10

The Battle for Island No. 10 began on March 17, 1862, when the Union
Army began shelling the Confederate forts on the island. The Union Army
also sent a force of gunboats up the river to attack the Confederate ships.



The Confederates fought back fiercely, and the battle lasted for several
weeks.

On April 7, 1862, the Union Army launched a major assault on Island No.
10. The Union troops attacked from both the north and the south, and they
were able to overwhelm the Confederate defenders. The Confederates
surrendered on April 8, 1862.

The capture of Island No. 10 was a major victory for the Union Army. The
victory opened up the Mississippi River to Union shipping, and it helped to
pave the way for the Union's eventual victory in the war.

The Legacy of Island No. 10

The Battle for Island No. 10 is a significant event in American history. The
battle was a major turning point in the American Civil War, and it helped to
shape the course of the war. The island is now a National Historic
Landmark, and it is a popular tourist destination.

The book "Island No. 10: The Struggle for the Mississippi Valley" is a
valuable resource for anyone who is interested in the American Civil War.
The book provides a detailed account of one of the most important battles
of the war, and it offers insights into the strategies and tactics of both sides.
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