Global Approach: The Rutgers Lectures In
Philosophy

By Kwame Anthony Appiah

In this groundbreaking work, Kwame Anthony Appiah explores the global
dimensions of philosophy. He argues that philosophy is not simply a
Western tradition, but a global phenomenon that has been shaped by a
variety of cultures and traditions. Appiah draws on examples from around
the world to show how philosophy can help us to understand the
challenges and opportunities of our globalized world.
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A Global Perspective on Philosophy

Appiah begins by arguing that philosophy is not a monolithic tradition, but
rather a diverse and multifaceted field of inquiry. He points to the fact that
philosophy has been practiced in a variety of cultures and traditions
throughout history, and that there is no single "correct" way to do
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philosophy. This diversity of perspectives, Appiah argues, is one of the
strengths of philosophy, as it allows us to see the world from a variety of
different angles.

Appiah also argues that philosophy is not simply an academic discipline,
but rather a way of life. He points to the fact that many philosophers have
been activists and social reformers, and that philosophy can be used to
address a wide range of social and political issues. Appiah believes that
philosophy has the potential to make the world a better place, and he calls
on philosophers to engage with the world around them.

The Challenges of Globalization

Appiah acknowledges that globalization presents a number of challenges to
philosophy. He points to the fact that globalization has led to increased
interconnectedness and interdependence, but also to increased inequality
and conflict. Appiah argues that philosophy can help us to understand
these challenges and to develop strategies for addressing them.

One of the challenges of globalization, Appiah argues, is the rise of cultural
relativism. Cultural relativism is the view that all cultures are equally valid,
and that there is no objective way to judge one culture as superior to
another. Appiah argues that cultural relativism is a dangerous doctrine, as it
can lead to the acceptance of harmful practices such as female genital
mutilation and honor killings. Appiah believes that philosophers need to
develop a more nuanced understanding of cultural difference, and to find
ways to balance the values of cultural diversity with the values of human
rights.



Another challenge of globalization, Appiah argues, is the rise of
nationalism. Nationalism is the belief that one's own nation is superior to all
others, and that it is more important to promote the interests of one's own
nation than to promote the interests of humanity as a whole. Appiah argues
that nationalism is a destructive force, as it can lead to conflict and war.
Appiah believes that philosophers need to develop a more cosmopolitan
outlook, and to find ways to promote the values of global citizenship.

The Opportunities of Globalization

While globalization presents a number of challenges, Appiah also argues
that it presents a number of opportunities for philosophy. He points to the
fact that globalization has led to increased communication and exchange
between different cultures, and that this has the potential to lead to greater
understanding and cooperation. Appiah believes that philosophy can play a
role in facilitating this dialogue, and in helping to build a more just and
equitable world.

One of the opportunities of globalization, Appiah argues, is the possibility of
creating a global ethic. A global ethic is a set of moral principles that are
shared by all cultures and that can be used to guide our actions in a
globalized world. Appiah believes that philosophers can help to develop a
global ethic by drawing on the wisdom of different cultures and traditions.

Another opportunity of globalization, Appiah argues, is the possibility of
creating a global community. A global community is a community of people
from all over the world who share a common sense of purpose and who
work together to build a better future for all. Appiah believes that
philosophers can help to create a global community by promoting the
values of dialogue, cooperation, and understanding.



In Global Approach, Kwame Anthony Appiah offers a groundbreaking
exploration of the global dimensions of philosophy. He argues that
philosophy is not a monolithic tradition, but rather a diverse and
multifaceted field of inquiry that has been shaped by a variety of cultures
and traditions. Appiah draws on examples from around the world to show
how philosophy can help us to understand the challenges and opportunities
of our globalized world. Global Approach is a must-read for anyone
interested in the future of philosophy and the future of our world.
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