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General Curtis Lemay was one of the most controversial figures in
American military history. As head of the Strategic Air Command during the
Cold War, he was responsible for the development and deployment of the
United States' nuclear arsenal. Lemay was a staunch advocate of nuclear
deterrence, and he believed that the only way to prevent nuclear war was
to have a credible threat of massive retaliation.

Lemay's views on nuclear war were shaped by his experiences in World
War II. As a commander of the B-29 bomber fleet in the Pacific, he oversaw
the firebombing of Japanese cities. Lemay believed that the firebombing of
Tokyo and other Japanese cities had saved American lives by hastening
the end of the war. He also believed that the use of nuclear weapons would
be even more effective in deterring future wars.
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In the years after World War II, Lemay became a vocal advocate for the
development of a strong nuclear arsenal. He argued that the United States
needed to have a "first-strike" capability to deter the Soviet Union from
launching a nuclear attack. Lemay also believed that the United States
should be prepared to use nuclear weapons in a preemptive strike if it was
clear that the Soviet Union was preparing to launch an attack.

Lemay's views on nuclear war were highly controversial. Many people
believed that he was too willing to use nuclear weapons, and that his views
were based on a misunderstanding of the destructive power of nuclear
weapons. However, Lemay's views were also supported by many people,
who believed that he was a realist who understood the dangers of nuclear
war and was willing to do whatever was necessary to prevent it.

In the end, Lemay's views on nuclear war never had to be tested. The Cold
War ended without a nuclear war, and the United States' nuclear arsenal
was never used. However, Lemay's legacy remains controversial. He is still
seen by some as a war criminal who was willing to use nuclear weapons
without regard to the consequences. However, others see him as a hero
who helped to prevent nuclear war.

General Curtis Lemay was a complex and controversial figure. He was a
brilliant military strategist who played a major role in the development of the
United States' nuclear arsenal. However, he was also a man who was
willing to use nuclear weapons, and his views on nuclear war remain
controversial to this day.
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