Anglo Boer War Blockhouses: A
Comprehensive Guide
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The Anglo Boer War, fought between 1899 and 1902, was a significant
conflict in South African history. During the war, the British forces
constructed over 8,000 blockhouses to control the Boer guerrillas. These
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blockhouses were small, fortified structures that provided shelter and
protection for British soldiers.

Today, many of these blockhouses still stand, and they are a popular tourist
destination. In this article, we will explore the history of the Anglo Boer War
blockhouses, their design and construction, and their role in the war. We
will also provide information on how to visit these historical structures.
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History of the Anglo Boer War Blockhouses

The Anglo Boer War was fought between the British Empire and the two
Boer republics of the Orange Free State and the Transvaal Republic. The
war began in 1899 when the Boers invaded British territory in Natal and the
Cape Colony. The British responded by sending a large force to South
Africa, and the war quickly escalated into a protracted and bloody conflict.

The British initially underestimated the strength of the Boer forces, and they
suffered a number of early defeats. However, the British eventually gained
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the upper hand, and by 1902 they had defeated the Boers.

During the war, the British forces constructed over 8,000 blockhouses to
control the Boer guerrillas. These blockhouses were small, fortified
structures that provided shelter and protection for British soldiers. The
blockhouses were typically built on hilltops or other strategic locations, and
they were often armed with machine guns.

The blockhouses were successful in helping the British to defeat the Boers.
However, they were also controversial, as they were seen by many as a
symbol of British oppression.

Design and Construction of the Anglo Boer War Blockhouses

The Anglo Boer War blockhouses were typically small, square structures
with walls made of stone or concrete. The walls were typically about 1
meter thick, and they were reinforced with steel bars. The blockhouses had
a single entrance, which was protected by a heavy door.

The blockhouses were designed to accommodate a small number of
soldiers, typically 10-20 men. The soldiers lived in the blockhouses, and
they used them as a base of operations for patrols and other military
activities.

The blockhouses were also armed with machine guns. The machine guns
were mounted on the roof of the blockhouse, and they provided the soldiers
with a powerful defensive weapon.

The blockhouses were typically built on hilltops or other strategic locations.
This gave the soldiers a good view of the surrounding area, and it made it



difficult for the Boers to attack the blockhouses.

The Role of the Anglo Boer War Blockhouses in the War

The Anglo Boer War blockhouses played a significant role in the war. They
provided shelter and protection for British soldiers, and they helped the
British to control the Boer guerrillas.

The blockhouses were particularly effective in the later stages of the war,
when the Boers were reduced to a guerrilla force. The blockhouses made it
difficult for the Boers to move around the country, and they helped the
British to bring the war to a .

Visiting the Anglo Boer War Blockhouses

Many of the Anglo Boer War blockhouses still stand today, and they are a
popular tourist destination. Several of the blockhouses have been restored,
and they are now open to the public.

If you are interested in visiting the Anglo Boer War blockhouses, there are a
few things you should keep in mind. First, the blockhouses are often
located in remote areas, so it is important to do your research before you
go. Second, the blockhouses are often not well-maintained, so it is
important to be careful when you visit them. Finally, the blockhouses are
often home to wildlife, so it is important to be aware of your surroundings.
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