
Ali and Nino: A Timeless Tale of Love and
Loss

The story of Ali and Nino is a timeless tale of love and loss that has
captivated readers for generations. Set against the backdrop of the
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tumultuous early 20th century, it follows the forbidden romance between a
Muslim Azerbaijani boy and a Christian Georgian girl.
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Ali Khan Shirvanshir is the son of a wealthy Azerbaijani family. He is a
handsome and intelligent young man, who is educated in Europe. Nino
Kipiani is the daughter of a Georgian prince. She is a beautiful and
independent young woman, who is also educated in Europe.

Ali and Nino meet in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. They are immediately
drawn to each other, but their love is forbidden by their families and their
society. Despite the obstacles, they are determined to be together.

Ali and Nino's love is tested by the outbreak of World War I. Ali is drafted
into the Azerbaijani army, while Nino flees to Georgia. They are separated
for several years, but they never stop loving each other.

After the war, Ali and Nino are reunited in Baku. They are married, and they
have a child. However, their happiness is short-lived. Azerbaijan is invaded
by the Soviet Union, and Ali is killed in the fighting.
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Nino is devastated by Ali's death. She leaves Baku and goes to live in
France. She never marries again, and she spends the rest of her life
mourning Ali.

The story of Ali and Nino is a tragic one, but it is also a beautiful one. It is a
story about the power of love, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Review

Ali and Nino is a beautifully written and moving story. It is a must-read for
anyone who loves a good love story.

The characters are well-developed and believable. Ali and Nino are both
complex and flawed characters, but they are also deeply lovable. The
reader cannot help but root for them to be together.

The setting is vividly described. The reader can easily imagine the beauty
of Baku and the surrounding countryside. The author does a great job of
capturing the atmosphere of the early 20th century.

The story is well-paced. The reader is never bored, and the tension builds
steadily throughout the novel. The ending is both tragic and satisfying.

Overall, Ali and Nino is a wonderful novel that I highly recommend. It is a
story that will stay with me for a long time.

Author

Kurban Said was a pseudonym for Lev Nussimbaum, a Jewish-Austrian
writer who was born in Baku, Azerbaijan in 1905. He wrote Ali and Nino in



1937, while he was living in Vienna. The novel was an immediate success,
and it has been translated into over 30 languages.

Said died in Vienna in 1942, during the Holocaust. He was only 37 years
old.

Legacy

Ali and Nino has been praised by critics for its beauty, its tragedy, and its
insight into the human condition. It has been compared to other great love
stories, such as Romeo and Juliet and Anna Karenina.

The novel has been adapted into several films and television series. It has
also been the inspiration for a number of songs and poems.

Ali and Nino is a timeless classic that continues to be read and enjoyed by
people all over the world. It is a story that will stay with you long after you
finish it.
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