
A Nostalgic Journey Through the Heart of New
York City: Growing Up on Mulberry Street
Nestled in the heart of Manhattan's Little Italy, Mulberry Street holds a
special place in the memories of countless New Yorkers. For over a
century, its vibrant streets have been a melting pot of cultures, a stage for
everyday life, and a backdrop for countless stories.

In her evocative and heartwarming memoir, Growing Up on Mulberry
Street, author Mary Paolillo captures the essence of this iconic street
through the eyes of a child growing up in the bustling 1950s and 1960s.
With vivid detail and a keen sense of nostalgia, she paints a rich tapestry of
a time and place that has since faded into the annals of history.
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Mulberry Street, as Paolillo describes it, was a microcosm of the city itself.
It was a bustling hub of activity, where the sounds of street vendors
hawking their wares mingled with the chatter of neighbors and the laughter
of children playing in the streets.

Paolillo's vivid portraits of the street's colorful characters bring the
neighborhood to life. There's Mrs. Figliomeni, the kindly old woman who
lived next door and shared her homemade pasta with the neighborhood
children. There's Mr. DiNardo, the shoemaker who made custom-made
shoes for the street's residents. And there's Tony, the ice cream man,
whose arrival was always greeted with cheers and laughter.

Paolillo's descriptions of the neighborhood's sights, sounds, and smells are
so evocative that readers can almost feel the warm summer breeze on their
skin and smell the aroma of freshly baked bread wafting from the local
bakery.

A Child's Perspective

Growing Up on Mulberry Street is not just a memoir of a particular time and
place. It is also a poignant reflection on the innocence of childhood.

Paolillo writes with a child's sense of wonder and imagination. She recalls
the simple pleasures of playing in the streets, exploring the neighborhood's
hidden nooks and crannies, and spending countless hours in her
grandmother's kitchen, where she learned the art of Italian cooking.

Through Paolillo's eyes, readers get a glimpse into the world of a child
growing up in a close-knit community, where neighbors were like family and
the streets were a playground.



A Tale of Two Worlds

Growing Up on Mulberry Street is also a story of cultural assimilation.
Paolillo's family, like many others on Mulberry Street, had emigrated from
Italy in search of a better life. While they embraced their new home, they
also held onto their Italian traditions and values.

Paolillo explores the challenges and rewards of growing up in a bicultural
environment. She writes about the struggles of her parents to learn English
and adapt to American customs, while also instilling in their children a deep
appreciation for their Italian heritage.

A Timeless Classic

Growing Up on Mulberry Street is a timeless classic that will resonate with
readers of all ages. It is a story about the power of memory, the importance
of family, and the enduring spirit of a neighborhood that has witnessed
generations of New Yorkers come and go.

Whether you grew up on Mulberry Street or have never visited the iconic
street, Paolillo's memoir will transport you back to a time when life was
simpler, neighbors were closer, and the streets were filled with the vibrant
sounds of a bustling city.

Praise for Growing Up on Mulberry Street

"A delightful and evocative memoir that captures the essence of
growing up in New York City in the 1950s and 1960s."—The New York
Times

"Paolillo's writing is a love letter to Mulberry Street and the people who
have called it home."—The Washington Post



"A nostalgic and heartwarming journey that will resonate with anyone
who has ever longed for the simplicity of childhood."—Kirkus Reviews

Growing Up on Mulberry Street is available now at all major bookstores and
online retailers.

Buy Growing Up on Mulberry Street on Our Book Library

Buy Growing Up on Mulberry Street on Barnes & Noble
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